
STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION 
OF BIG BEAR CAFE TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP 

OF TI-IE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ZONING REGULATIONS 

J. 
INTRODUCTION 

This statement is submilled in support of an application by Big Bear Cafe to the District 

of Columbia Zoning Commission to amend the Zoning Map to change the zoning of Lot 800 in 

Square 3103, a 1.222 square foot parcel of land (the "Property"). from R-4 to C-2-A. The 

Property is located in Bloomingdale at 1700 First Street NW, at the corner of First and R Streets, 

a site that has been res identially zoncd, but commercially used, since 1905. Directly across both 

I st Street and Florida Avenue ITom the Property there is C-2-A zoning, which covers most of the 

frontages along both sides of Florida Avenue in the neighborhood except for the halfblock where 

the Property is located. The Property currently operates as a commercial deli-style cafe with 

upper story residential housing. The Applicant proposes to retain the upper story residential 

housing while operating the Property as a commercial restaurant-style cafe with expanded 

seating. The zoning map change is being requested in order 10 place the Property in a zone that 

is more consistent with: 

(I) its long history of commercial usage; 

(2) the designation of the property within the District of Columbia 
Comprehensive Plan (the " Plan") and the accompanying Comprehensive Plan 
Generalized Policy Map ("Policy Map") and Comprehensive Plan Future Land 
Use Map ("Future Land Use Map"); 

(3) the stated goals and future envisioned for the surrounding area under the Plan ; 
and 

(4) the Comprehensive Plan's C-2-A zoning o[most of the frontages along both 
sides of Florida Avenue except the half block where the Property is located. 
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Mixed Use low density commercial areas encourage a combination of res idential and 

commercial businesses that are low in scale and character; a variety of zoning designations are 

used in Mixed Use areas, including commercial C-2-A zoni ng. Very strictly interpreted, the 

Com prehensive Plan Future Land Use Map designates the Property in a Moderate Density 

Residential land use area that abuts a Mixed Use low density commercial area. However, by 

definition, the Future Land Use Map and Policy Map serve as a generalized guide for 

development only and III1/SI be interpreted broadly. Interpreted broadly, the Future Land Use Map 

designates the Property as within the bounds of the Mixed Use low density commercial land use 

area. Similarly, when interpreted broadly, the Policy Map designates the Property as part of the 

Florida Avenue Mixed Use corridor. As a traditional commercial storefront with upper level 

residential housing in a pedestrian-oriented environment, the Property falls within the physical 

and economic definition of the Florida Avenue Main Street Mixed Use business district. 

Moreover, the Property is a small locally-owned business that serves as a catalysts for positive 

socio-economic development in Bloomingdale. 

For the reasons enumerated in this Statement, the Applicant respectfully requests that this 

application for a map amendment be set down for a public hearing. 

II. 
LIST OF EXmmTS 

.. E",x"hui",b!!itJ.A"':~ ___ ..JOSurveyor 's Plat showing the Property outlined in red. 

",E",x .. h .. i",bllit",B"':~ ___ -IPortion of the Sanborn Atlas, showing the Property outlined in red. 

",E",x ... h .. ib!lllit-,C~:~ ___ --",Aerial photograph of Property and photographs of surrounding area. 

",E",x ... h .. ib!Ll!!·t-,DL:~ ___ ..... Portion of the Zoning Map showing the property outlined in red. 

",E,-,x ... h .. ib",lU·t-,E",:~ ___ -->Copy of Permit to RepairfReconstruct the Property, dated 1905 . 

.!OE'-'x ... huib"'lu·t .... F"':~ ___ -'Portion of the District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use 
Map indicating the designation of the Property in the Plan 
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"E"'x"'h"'ib"'i"I-'G ....... : ___ ---'Portion o f the District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Genera li zed 
Po li cy Map indicating the des ignation ofthe Property in the Plan 

"E",x",h",ib",i"I...!H .... ~; ___ ----'Porti on of the District o f Columbia Comprehensive Plan regardin g the 
Mid-City Area Element. 

"E",x",h",ib>!!i"t...!J~: ____ --'Portion of the Comprehensive Plan regarding Gui delines for Us ing the 
Genera lized Poli cy Map and the Future Land Use Map . 

.!iE",x",h",ib",iLLI-".J~: ____ Porti on of the Comprehensive Plan regarding Small and Locally-Owned 
Busi nesses. 

III. 
BACKGROUND OF C ASE 

A. Site Locati on and Existin g Zonin g 

Lot 800 in Square 3 103 is a rectangular parce l containing 1,222 square feet. (Sec Exhibit 

A) T he Property is located in th e ne ighborhood of Bloomingda le at 1700 I st Street NW; it is 

bounded to the south by R Street, to the east by Fi rs t Street, and to the west by Florida Avenue. 

(See Exhibi ts B and C) T he Property is currently zoned R-4; across both Firs t Street and Florida 

Avenue, there is C-2-A zoning, which covers the frontages along Florida Avenue except fo r the 

ha lf block where the Property is located . (~ Exhib i t D) Incons istent with its current R-4 

zoning classifi cation, the Property has been used as a low-density commercial store front for over 

a century. (See Exhibit E) The Property currently operates as a commercial de li-style ca fe with 

upper story res idential hous ing. 

B. Surrounding Area 

Bloomingdale, the area within which the Property is located, can be described as a 

trans itioning historic neighborhood with a strong multicultural character and commitment to 

community deve lopment. Residenti al hous ing is characterized by a mix of si ngle famil y homes, 

row houses, and low-rise apartment buildings; commercial bus inesses are low in scale and 

character. (ill Exhibit F) Neighborhood business distr icts, particularly along North Capitol 
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Street and the east s ide of Florida Avenue, are still struggling; there are numerous vacant and 

boarded-up properties, and res ide nts are concerned by crime and blight. (See Exhibit G) Sma ll 

loca ll y-owned bus inesses un ique to the neighborhood are having a difficu lt timc gett ing by. (See 

Exhibit G) 

C. Comprehens ive Plan Des ignations 

Read stri ctly, the Compre hens ive Plan Future Land Use Map designates the Property in 

the Moderate Density Res identia l category. (See Exhibit F) However, the Property abuts the 

Mi xed Use Low Density Commercia l area des ignated by the La nd Use Map. (See Exhibit F) . 

The Property is located northeast of Florida Avenue and fa ll s just outs ide the Florida Avenue 

Main Street Mixed Use Corridor delineated by the Comprehens ive Plan Genera lized Policy Map. 

(lli Exhibit G) 

The Property is al so inc luded w ithin the larger area des ignated under Section 2000 of the 

Plan as the east s ide o f the Mid-City Planning area . (lli Exhibit 1-1) Section 2008 o f the Plan 

sets out a number of genera l po lic ies and acti ons that should guide growth in th e Mid-City 

Plann ing area, incl ud ing: 

" Protect the small busi nesses and essential loca l services that serve Mid-City. 
Encourage th e establishment o f new bus inesses that provide these services in 
areas where they are lacking, especially on the east s ide of the Planning Area." 
(Secti on 2008.5) (See Exhibit 1-/) 

The area around North Capitol Street and Florida Avenue provides the commercial center for the 

surrounding Bloomingdal e neighborhood. (lli Exhibit 1-1) As Secti on 20 17.2 of the Plan 

emphasizes: "The commercial distri ct itself is in need o f revitalization. Although it was 

designated a DC Main Street in 2000, it suffers from a lack of neighborhood serving businesses, 

high vacancies [and] crime." (See Exhibit 1-1) 
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IV. 
STANDARDS FORA ZONING MAl) AMENDMENT 

In the District of Columbia, the Zoning Commission has the express authority to 

promulgate zoning regulations pursuant to the Zoning Enabling Act, Section 5-413, D.C. Code, 

981 Edition, 1994 Repl. , as amended. Th is authority includes the right to amend the zoning 

regulations provided the amendment accords with the purposes and objectives of zoning 

del ineated in Sect ion 5-414 orthe D.C. Code: 

Zoning maps and regulations, and amendments thereto, shall not be inconsistent 
with the comprehcnsive plan for the national capital, and zoning rcgulations shall 
be designed to lessen congestion in the street. to secure safety from fire, panic. 
and other dangers, to promote the health and the genera l welfare, to provide 
adequate light and air, to prevent the undue concentration of population and the 
overcrowding of land, and to promote such distribution of population and uses of 
land as would tend to create cond itions favorable to health, safety, transportation , 
prosperity, protection of property, civic activity, and recreational, educational, and 
cu ltural opportunities, and as would tend to further economy and efficiency in the 
supply of public services. Such regulations shall be made with reasonable 
consideration, among other things, of the character of the respective districts and 
their su itability for the uses provided in the regulations, and with a view to 
encouraging stab i lily of districts and land values therein. 

The proposed zoning meets the criteria for approval. 

A. The Proposed Zone is Not Incons istent with the Comprehensive Plan 

Contrary to being inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan, C-2-A zoning would be 

more appropriate than residential zoning for land designated under the Plan as abutting a Mixed 

Use Low Density Commercial corridor. As mentioned herein, Section 226 of the Comprehensive 

Plan emphasizes: "The Generalized Policy Map and Future Land Use Map are intended to 

provide a generalized guide for development and conservation decisions." (~ Exh ibit I) 

Furthermore, "[b]y defin ition, the [Future Land Use] Map is to be interpreted broadly." (~ 

Exhibit I) Read broadly, as the guidelines dictate, the Comprehensive Plan designates the 
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frontages on both s ides of Florida Avenue. including the Property itse lf, as a contiguous block of 

Mixed Use Low Density Commercia l. (ill Exhibit F) 

The Property abuts the Florida Avenue Main Street Mixed Use corridor delineated by the 

Comprehensive Plan Generalized I'o licy Map. (ill Exh ibit G) Because the Po licy Map depicts 

a generalized land view, "the boundaries shown [therein] should be interpreted as approx imate 

and not precise de lineati ons." (~Exhibit G) The Policy Map describes Main Street Mixed 

Use Corridors as hav ing "a pedestrian-oriented environment with traditional storefronts [and] 

upper story residential or office uses. Conservation and enhancement o f these corridors is 

des ired to foster econom ic and housing opportunities and serve nei ghborhood needs." (~ 

Exhibit G) As a trad itiona l commercial storefront with upper level resident ia l housi ng serving 

the needs of the Bloomingdale community, it would be appropriate to des ignate the Property part 

of the Florida Avenue Main Street Mi xed Use corridor. The appropriateness of in c luding the 

Property within the bounds of th e Florida Avenue Main Street Mixed Use corridor is further 

evidenced by th e aforementioned Secti on 2008.5 of the Pl an whi ch encou rages protection of "the 

small businesses and essent ial loca l services that serve Mid-C ity ... especia lly on the east side of 

the Planning Area. " (~Exhibit H) In this way. the proposed rezoning wou ld also be consistent 

with several objectives within Section 714 of the Plan regard ing Small and Locally-Owned 

Businesses. (Sg Exhibit J) Sect ion 714.1 of the Plan states that " [small] services businesses an 

important part of what makes the District 's neighborhood commercia l areas work ." (~ Exhibit 

1) The Property, as a small loca lly-owned business performing a unique service for the residents 

of Bloomingdale, is, as Section 714.3 describes, " particularly important to the city's 

economically distressed communities" because such small businesses can "catalyze 

neighborhood renewal." (& Exhibit J) 
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B. The Requested Rezoning will promote the Health and Gcneral Welfare and Would 
Create Conditions Favorable to Health. Safety. Transportation. Prosperity. 
Protection and Protection of property 

The proposed rezoning will promote the health and general welfare and will create 

conditions favorable to health. safety, transportation , prosperity, protection and protection of 

property because it will permit development on the s ite, which is compatible with development 

patterns in the area. As mentioned herein, the Property, as a popular deli-style cafe, performs a 

unique serv ice for the res idents of Bloomingdale. Moreover, by promoting the Bloomingdale 

Farmer's Market, hosting local art exhibits and cultural events, the Property serves as a 

community anchor, a meeting place for neighbors, and a catalyst of positive socio-economic 

development in Bloomingdale. In recognition of the property 's positive community impact, 

North Capitol Main Street, Inc. a 50 I c(3) nonprofit , volunteer-driven organization established to 

revitali ze the North Capitol Street area's historically and culturally important neighborhood 

commercial corridors, recently awarded the Property its " Business of the Year" award. Rezoning 

the Property from R-4 to C-2-A will allow the Property to expand its seating and better 

accommodate the increased demands of Bloomingdale residents; moreover, the commercial 

rezoning will help keep this small. locally-owned business financially viable, so that it may 

continue serving the needs of its community. The proposed rezoning will thereby promote the 

general welfare in the area, and will be fully consistent with city goals and policies as mentioned 

in Section A above. 

V. 
CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, the requested extension of the C-2-A District is consistent 

with the purpose of the District of Columbia Zoning Enabling Act that zoning amendments be 

consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and designed to promote such land uses as would tend 
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to create conditions favorable to health, safety, transportation, prosperity, protection of property, 

civic activity, and recreational, educational and cultural opportunities, and as would tend to 

further economy and cfficiency o f supply of public services, and that will promote orderly 

development in conformity with the Zoning Regulati ons and Zoning Map of the District of 

Columbia. In add iti on, the proposed text amendment will likewise Further the intent of the 

Comprehens ive Plan . According ly, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Zoning 

Commiss ion set a hearing date for this Application. 

Respectfully ubmilled, 

By: 
Applicant 
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2000 OVERVIEW 

2000. 1 The Mid-City Planning Area encompasses Ihe 3. 1 square miles loca ted in the geographic center of the 

Distric t of Columbia. It extends fr0111 Rock Creek Park on the wes t to the CSX rail corridor on the eas t. lis 

southe rn edge is formed by Florida Avenlle alld U Stree t NW, and its northe rn edge is fo rmed by Spring 

Road and Rock Creek Church Road. The boundaries are shown in the Map at left Mosl of this area has 

historically been Ward I although the t!aslcrnmosl portion is currently parI of Ward 5 arid the southernmost 

portion is cUlTcn tl y in Ward 2. 2000. 1 

2000.2 Mid-City is one or the most din:rse part :-. o! the c it y. Although it is one of the smallest of the ten planning 

areas geographica ll y, it is the Illos t populous and most dense. Much or the area was developed during the 

latc 19th and early 20th centuri es. giv ing it a ri ch <l nd histo ri c urban character. The area includes row house 

neighborhoods such as Adams Morgan, Columbia Ileights, Eckington, Le Droi t Park , Park View, and 

Mount Pleasant. It includes large apartment communities along stree ts such as 14th Street, 16 th Street, and 

Columbi a Road. It is also home to :-;c\cra l large Institutions. such as I IowaI'd University and Iloward 

Unive rs ity I-Iospital. 2000.2 

2000.3 The Mid-City Planning Area is a cultural mcltlng pot. '.vi th a strong international fla vor. It is the heart of the 

city's Latino community, the home or some of \Vashlllg ton's 111 0s1 ill1POrt<l nt African Amer ican landmarks 

and cultural resources, and a g,lIcway f()I' Immi grant s from ac ross the g lobe. It includes the vibrant nightlife 

and e thnic restaurants of 18th Street and the "New U" Stree t, and other walkable neighborhood centers that 

cmbody the best qualities of urban li vi ng. I he arca is we ll -served by the Distri ct 's transportation system, 

including the Metro Green Linc, nUlllcrous bus I Illes, nnd several cross town arteria ls. 2000.3 

2000.4 Many of the neighborhoods of Mid-City have a s trong sense o f identity. There are several historic districts, 

including Greater U Street, Mount Pka:-;anl. Lc Droit Park, and Stri \e r 's Section along with his toric 

landmarks slich as the Trlle Reformer Budding, Mcridlan Ilill Park, the Lincoln and Iloward Theaters, and 

the Prince llall Masonic Temple. Ac tl vitlcs ll kc Adams Morgan Day <lIlel the Georgia Avenue Caribbean 

Festiva l celebrate local culture and budd COlllllllllllty pride. 2000.4 

2000.5 The area also has a tradition of nei ghborhood ac ti vism, embodied by groups such as the Kal orama C itizens 

Association and the Cardozo- Shaw NClghborhood Assoc iation. Non-profits like the Latino Economic 

Development Corporation and the Columbia lleights Dt::\ie lopment Corporation are also ac ti ve in 

community affairs, as are culturnl organ l/a tlons like the Ga la Ilispanic Thea ter and the African American 

C ivil War Memorial Freedom FOlllldalion . 2000.5 

2000.6 Parts o f the Mid-City have changed rapid ly during the last ten yea rs. Some 2,000 housing units were added 

be tween 2000 and 2005, and about 1,500 lIllIts are in some stage of constnlction today. While this change 

has been welcomed by some, It has also crea ted concerns about a loss of commUllily identity and the 

displacement of residents. Ilomeowncrs have faced sharp increases in propClty taxes, and many renters 

have faced soaring rents and low vacancies. The median sa les price of a home in the Columbia Il eights Z IP 
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code rose a staggering 63 percent between 2004 and 2005 a lone. Clearl y, these kinds of increases are not 

sustainable and over the long run will threaten the di versity thai makes Ihe Mid-City neighborhoods so 

unique. 2000.6 

2000.7 The area's economic divers ity is IhrCfl\cned not only by ri s ing housing cos ts, but a lso by the loss of 

subsidized rental hous ing. Mid-City includes many subsidized and lower cost units, including project-based 

Section 8 apartments that are at ri sk of conversion to market rents or condos. Over the last eigh t yea rs, the 

Di strict successfull y conserved more than 1,000 units of at-risk affordable housing on the 14th Street 

corn dol' alone. The District has also assisted tenants in their eficuts to renovate and purchase apartment 

propel1ies throughout the cOlllmunity, particularly in Colum bia Ilc ights. Millions of dollars have been 

invested to crea te Il ew affordable housing opportunities for current and future Mid-Ci ty residents. This 

in veSlmcntlllust be sustained in the future. 2000.7 

2000.8 Mid-C ity nei ghborhoods still struggle wi th urban problems such as violent crime, homc lessness, drug 

abuse, vagrancy, and bli ght. Despite the real es tatt! bOOIll , buildings continue to li t: vacan t along 

cO ll1ll1ercinl corridors such as lower Georgia Avenue, FlOrida Avenut:. and North C lpitol Street. Public 

fac ilities like Cardozo Ili gh School and Bruce Monroe Elementary are in desperate need of modernization . 

The arca also has a severe shortage of parkland. As the denscst part o f the city, and onc \\Iith many young 

child ren, recrea tiona l needs are alllong the highes t in the cit y. Most o f the area 's parks lack the land and 

ameni ti es to meet these needs. 2000. ~ 

2000.9 A diO'e rell t se t o furhan tensions is present along the arca 's rapidly deve loping corridors such as 14th Street 

and U Stree l. Revi lall7a tion has brought tra ffi c and parking pressures, causc.::d construction-rclated street 

disruplions. and has burdened small hus lllcsscs !ly ing to keep up with ri s ing cos ts. There are abo vis ible 

threats to thl! historic integrity of many of the area's res ident ial structures, particularly in areas like Adams 

Morgan, Columbi a Ileights, Bloomingdale. and Eckingtoll. which <lrc outs ide of deSignated histor ic 

districts. In some instances, row hUlIses arc bei ng converted to multi - I ~II11il y flats ; in others, demolitions <lnd 

poor ly deSigned alterations arc dllllinishing an importan t part of Wash ington 's architectura l heritage. 2000.9 

2000. 10 As the Mid-City area moves into the 2 1st century, the issues described above mllst be addressed 10 protect 

the quality of life. balance growth and conserva tion, and provide economic opportunity and stability fo r a ll 

mcmbers of the community. 2000.10 

rhe provisiolls 0.1 Title 10, Part II of the DCMR accessible through this lI'eb /IIte/illee ore codification o/rhe 

District Elel1lelJls of the Comprehensil'e Plan for the Naliollal Capital. As :weh. they do not represent the 

orgal1ic I'l'Ol'/sioJl.\· adopted hy the Cmllldl (?f tlie District of Colul1Ihia. The official I'crsio/l 0/ the District 

Elements 0111., appears (l .'i (l hard copy Fa/lime 0/1;tle 10. ParI A published pllrsuant to section 9£1 oIthe 

Di.,'lrict of Coillmbia Comprehl'nsil'l! Plan Act 0/1994. e[fedil'e April 10. 1984 (D.C Lalt' 5-76; D.C. 

OJ!icial Code .~" I -301 .66)) . III rhe cvent of allY inconsistellcy betll'een the provisions accessihle (hrough 

this sife alld fhe prollisions l.'ollta ined in tIle published l'ersiol1 oITilie 10. Porr A, fhe provisiolls ('olltainetl 

in the published l'c1'sioll govern. A copy 0/ the published District Elemellfs is {Ivoilable 
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2008 MC-1.J GUIDING GROWTH AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONSERVATION 

2008. 1 The rollowing gene ra l policies and ac tions should guide growth and neighborhood conservation decisions 

in Ih ~ Mid-C it y Planning Area . These po li c ies a nd ac tions should be cons idered in tandem w ith those in the 

c itywide cl ements o f the Comprehens ive Plan. Po li c ies fro m exist ing Small Area Plans and Rev ita liza tion 

Studies (Georg ia Avenue, Colum bia Il c igJlI s, Uptov,m. elc. ) are refercnceJ in Section MC-2 2008. 1 

2008.2 

20083 

20084 

2008.5 

2008.6 

Policy Me- I. t . l: Neighborhood Co nservatioll 

Retain and reinforce the historic chara!; lcr of Mid-C ity neighborhoods, parti cularl y its row houses, older 

apa rtment houses , hi s to ri c di slri cts, and wa lkab lc ne ighborhood shopping di stri cts. T he area's ri c h 

arc hitectu ra l he rit age and cu lt ura l history s hould be p rot ~c t ~d and enhanced. 2008.2 

Policy MC-1.1.2: Oircclin g G rowth 

Stimula te hig h-qunlity trans it -oriented developme nt around the Columbia Ile ighl s, Shawi lloward 

Uni vers ity, and U St.lAfrican A me ri ca n C ivil War Memori a l/Cardozo Me trorail s tation a reas, as we ll as 

a long the Georgia Avenue corridor and the North Capito l S treet/ F lorida Avenue business dis trict. 

Opportunities for new mixed income housing, ne ighborhood retail , loca l-serving offices. and community 

services shou ld be supported in these areas. as shown on the Comprehensive Pla n Policy Map and Future 

Land Use Map. 2008.3 

Policy MC-I.!.3: Inlill and Hchabililalion 

Encourage redevelopment o f vacant lo ts and the rehab ilitat ion of abandoned stl1lctures w ithin the 

community, partic ula rl y a long Georg ia Avenue, Florida Avenue, II (h Stree t, <lnd North Capi to l S tree t, and 

in the Shaw, Bloomingciale. and Eck ington communities . Infi!! development should be compa tib le in sca le 

and character w ith adjacent uses. 2008.4 

Policy MC-I . I.4 : Loc .. 1 Services and SI11.I11 Businesses 

Pro tect the small businesses and essentia l local services tha t serve Mid-City. Encourage the establi shment 

orne w businesses tha t provide these services in areas w here they are lacking, especia ll y on the east side of 

the Planning A rea. 2008.5 

Policy Me-I. t .5: CO llser v<t lioll of H.ow Iiouse Ne ighborhood s 

Recognize the va lue and import ance or Mid-C ity'S row house ne ig hbo rhoods as an essential part o f the 

fabric o r the loca l community. Ensure that the Comprehe nsive Plan a nd zoning des igna tions ror these 

ne ighborhoods reOec t the des ire to retain the row house pattem . La nd Lise contro ls s hould discourage the 
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2008.7 

2008.8 

2008.9 

subd ivis ion o f sillg le famil y row houses mto multi -unit apartmen t buildings but should encourage the use o f 

English basements as separate dwdling lIn ll S. III order 10 retain and increase the rental housing supply. 

2008.6 

Policy l\1 C- t.1.6 : Mixed Usc District s 

Encourage preservation o r the hOll sing loca ted within Mid-ClI y's cOllllllerciall y zoned a reas. Within mi xed 

lISC (commercia l/res identi a l) areas, slich as MOllnt Pleasant Stree t and Co lumbia Road, encourage 

cOlllmercial uscs that do not adversely impact thl: estab li shed residenti al uses. 2008.7 

Policy M e -1.1.7: Protec tion o f A ffordahl c Ilulisi ng 

S trive to retain the c harach.:r of Mid-City as a mixed IIlcoml: cOllllllunity by protec ting the area 's ex is ting 

s tock o f affo rdab le ho usi ng unit s and promoting the cons truction of new affordab le un its. 2008.8 

Policy i\I C-I.I.X: Trame all u Parki ll ~ i\ I:lIIagcT11('JH 

Improve lrafllc c irc ulat ion a long major M id-C it y arh!nal s treets, w ith a priority on 14th S treet, Gcorgia 

Avenue, U Street, 18t h Street, ('olu mb ta Road . and ('ollncct lcu t Avcnuc. Implement programs in these 

areas to improve bus c in.: ulalion. imprO\c pedc!<. lnan and lHcyc li s t sa fclY and case of trave l, and mitigate 

the e ffects of IIlc reased traffic 0 11 n.:si(k l1tl a l ~ trect~. Consistt!1l1 w ith the Transporta tion Element of the 

Comprehens ive Phlll. provide al te rnatives to au tomoh lle lIse- lIlcludlllg IInproved trans it a nd innovative 

persona l Iransportation opll ons-for eX lsll ng and nc\\ res iden ts to [cduce the necess ity of .Hlto ownership , 

part icularl y w here parking and tralli c problc ms C.\ ISI. 20{)X .9 

See the Transportation Elemcnt 1'01' add illonal po licies 011 rcduc lng au to dependence. 

2008. 10 Policy M C- I . l .9 : Transit IlIlprO\'l' lIl cnts 

Improve public transit throughout the Mid-Ci ty Pla llll lllg A rea, w ith a n e mphas is on s horter hcadways on 

the north-south bus rolltes, additiona l eas t-wes t ~tI1d cross-park bus ro utes, and more frequcl1I and ex te nded 

Met rorai l service. Con ti nue ass is tance progra ms for the area's transit dependent g roups, including the 

e lderl y, s tude nts, ;:lIld dl sahled. 2008. 10 

2008. 11 Act ion MC- I. I .A: Rezoning Of Row Ii o lise Bloch 

Selectively rezone we ll -estab lished res idential areas w here the cun e nt zoning a llows dens ities that a re well 

beyond the cx isting deve lopmcnt pallern . The emphaSIS should be on row house neighborhoods that are 

present ly zoned R-5-B or higher, which inc ludc the a reas bel\\cen 14th a nd 16th Stree ts NW, parts or 
Adams Morgan , areas between Sand U Streets NW, and Stx tlons of Florida Avenue, Calvert S treet, and 

16th Street. 2008. 11 
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2008. I 2 Action Me- I. I .B: Overconccntra ti on of Liquor- Licensed Es tablishments 

Identify tht! potent ia l fo r regulatory contro ls to address the problem of excess ive concentrati ons of liquor­

licensed establ ish ments w ithin the neighborhood cOllllllt!l'c ia l distri c ts, part icularl y on I Hth Stree t ilnd 

Coillml"" Road. 2008. 12 

200R. 13 Action ~ I C- I . I .C: Tnllls it Improvement s 

S upport the development of a f'ul ly integrated bus, streetcar, subway, bicycle, and pedestrian systcm withlll 

the Planning Area by moving forward with plans lor expa nded service on the Metro Green Line, extens ion 

of the Metrorai l Yellow Line, and bus rapid tnmSlt o n Gcorgia Avenue. 2008. 13 

2008. 14 Action MC- 1.I.D: O ff-S treet Parkin g 

Support the deve lopment of' ofT-s treet parking fac Jiities 111 lhe Columbi a Ile ights, Ada ms Morgan, and U 

Street commercia l d istri cts, and the implemcnta tion o f park ing management progntllls that maximize the 

use of existing parking resources (such as the Rccyes Center garage), minimize Irame associated with 

"cirel i ng" lor !'paces. and reducc con n iets be t ween users. 2008. 14 

See Iht! Transporta tion <I nd Land U~e EIt!llleni!S for addi tional policies 0 11 (I!f-street park ing standa rds. 

rhe IJI'OI'i.\'iolls of Tille 10, ParI A offli(' JJCj\/R a('cesslble through Ih,S weh illler/(/('(' (/I'e codtjicuflOl1 o/Ihe 

D'."lri('/ Elelllellls (~/fll(, COI1l11l'elil'IISil'l! Plall Jor Ihe NOliolla/ Capiwl. As such. Ih!:), do I/or reprcsenl III(' 

organic prol'isions adojJled by Ihe Coul/cil o/Ilte Dislriu 0/ Cnlumhia. The o.Uidll/l'er ... IO/I o/Ilte DislriCl 

Elelllelll." O//()I OppCOI'S as a hard CUI'Y I 'olllll/e 0/ Til/e 10, ParI A puhlished Plll:WOIII to sec/lOll 9a 0/ lite 

Dislriel 0/ CO/llmhia ('oll1prehell.\"il'e Plw/ liel 0/1994. e//('clil'e April /0. 19X4 (D.C. LOll' 5-76: D.C. 

O/licial Code § I -301.66) . /11 rhe t!1'i!1/f 0/ ony iIlCOflSis{('IIc'Y belweell (he prowsiolU' accesslhle Ihrollgh 

rhis sill' al/d rhe 1)I'OI'ishllls cOllflllllcd ill Ihe pllhlis/7ed I'ersioll ol7it/e 10. Parr II. the I)I'OI'ISIOI/.5 cOII/lIllled 

i1l the I'lIhlislic:r/ I'ersio" g()\·cl'II. ,..J cOI'Y of Ihe jJuhlis/ter/ Districr ElclIJelifs is ovai/able 

lI'WItW/OIIJIIIlt' .dc. {lO I ' 
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2017 MC-2.7 NORTH CAPITOL STREET/FLORIDA/NEW 
AVENUE BUS INESS DISTRI CT 

YORK 

20 17. 1 The :trea around the North Cap itol Street. New York Avenue and Florida Avenue Intersec tions provides the 

COllllllcrCHiI center for til l! surrounding 81oomingdule, Eck ington. and TnlXlon Circle neighborhoods. The 

neighborhoods themselves arc di verse in age, income, and cthnicit y. They cons ist of H mi x of row hOllses 

<Jnd small apanmcllI buildings. Ilome prices in the neighborhood have tripled since 2000. <lnd many 1011 g­

II111e res idents are feeling the pressure of gclltrification. 201 7. 1 

20 17.2 The cO l11merclal di stric t itself is in need of rev ita Ii zati 011. Although il was designated a DC Ma lll Street in 

2000, it suffers from a lack of neighborhood-serving businesses. high VaCallCICS, crime. and lIladcquatc 

i.H;CeSS and parking. The North Capitol fronta ge i s particu larly challcnged by a mynad of confusing and 

olten congestcd intl:rsl:ctiol1s. and cri sscrossing diagonal streets and triangles Ill<lklllg pl:de~tn all movement 

ddlic ull. The Dlstrrct addressed these issues in a transporta tion s tudy III 2004·2005. with the goal of 

1II1P1'0\' Ing \ t!hicle now and i Illproving safety. The Study exp lored the li.::aslbdllY of rccoJ1!'>trllcl lllg -I ruxton 

CIn.:I~ (a t North Capitol and Florida), and identified specifi c shorl-term <Ind long-term tronspO l1atl01l. 

streetscapc. and infrastnlcture improvements. 20 17.2 

201 7.3 '1 he Nll rl h Capit cli cOlllmercia l di strict is jusl a fcw block s west of thl! Nc\\ York I\VC I1U t! Metro station and 

lies on the northern edgl! of the North-of- Massachusetts-Avenue (NOMA) (listric\. Cond it ions on the 

corndor a rc likely In change dramatica lly as NOMA is redeveloped wi th o ffi ces and hlgh-dcllSHY Iw mang. 

Thc commercia l district is we ll situated to benefit from these changes. but first nc!,;ds .. stra tcgy 10 address 

thl' Il !,;cds 01 the residential cOlllmunity, manage trame. upgrade the public rcn lrn, and imprO\e public 

sakt) 201 7 .. 1 

20 17.4 

201 7.5 

201 7.6 

Policy 1\ 1('·2.7.1: NUI·th Capitol/ Florid:1 Bu sin ess Distri ct 

Upgrade the commerc ial district at Florida Avenue/North Capito llNew York Avcnue, restori ng vaca lll 

s torefron ts to active use and accoJl1modating compati ble neighborhood-serving infill development. 201 7.4 

Policy 1\1('-2 .7.2 : Eckington /Bloomin gdale 

Protect the architeclum l integrity of the Eck ington/Bloomingdale neighborhood. and cm:oll rage the 

cOlltllluetl re~tora ( ion and i I11provement of the nrca 's row houses. 20 17.5 

Ac ti un I\JC-l.7.A: Nor th Ca pitoll{c\' ilaliz:ltio ll S (n lt cgy 

Prepare a Small Area Plan/ Revitalization Strategy for the North CapiLOI/ Florida Avenue business district. 

incl udll1g recolllmendations for streelscapc improvements. land use and zoning changes, parking 

management and pedest rian safety improvements. retail deve lopment , and opportunities for ncw housing 

and public services. 201 7.6 
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20 17.7 

20 17.8 

Ac tion MC-2.7. H: Co nserva tion Dis trict 

Consider the des ignation or the Eck ington/Bloomingdaler rruxton Circle neighborhood as a Conservation 

District, recognizing that most of its SlruCltm.:s are RO-l00 years old and may require addi ti ona l des ign 

guidance to ensure the compatibilit y oCaltenliioll s and inlil1 developmen t. 2017. 7 

Act inn M C-2.7.C: N Ul' lh C :lpil OI T rall sporlafin n St ud y 

Implement the recolll lllcnclatiolls of' the North Capi tol Strcctn"ruxton Circle Transpol1alioll S11Jdy. 201 7.8 

The provisions o./Tif/e /0, ParI A of/he DCk/R accessih/e through ,his web illfer/ace are cDc/ll/calion ofrhe 

District Elemellls qf rhe COlllprehensive Plall fhr Ihe Nflfior/(// Capilal. As slIch, they do 1101 represel1t the 

organic provisiOl/s adopted by the COllllcil ol the Distriel ol Colulllbia. The official version of the Disrricf 

Elements ol1ly appears as a hard copy 1'011II1It! of Tifle 10, ?al"l ;/ published pursuant 10 section 9a ol the 

Distric, ol Coltlll/hia COl1ljJrehensil ic Plal1 ;/el 0/ 1994, e.Oi..'cti!'£' April /0, 1984 (D.C Lalli 5-76: D.C. 

Official Code ,{i I -30 /.66)) . In the e!'Cllt oIall), illconsistency hetween Ihe provisions accessible through 

this sile alld the provisions confaillcd ill the fJllhlished I'ersioll of Tille 10. ParI II, the IJrOI'isiol1s containcd 

in the published version f!,OI lern . ;/ copy ol 111(' pllhlis!u'd /J''ifrici Elemenrs is al'ailahle 

IVWW. o/al1l1ino .de. PO r. 
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226 GUIDELINES FOR USING THE GENERALIZED POLICY MAP 
AND THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

226. 1 The Generalized Policy Map and Future Land Usc Map arc intended to provide generalized guides for 

development and conservation dec isions. Severul important parameters, dcllncd below, apply 10 their usc 

a nd in terpretati on. 

a. The Future Land Usc Map IS not a 7011lng map. Whereas loning maps afC parcel-specific, and 

establi sh detailed requiremell ts for M!lbacks. height , usc, parking, and other a tt ribu tes, the 

future Land Usc Map docs not follo\\ pared boundaries and li s c;:lI egori es do nol specify 

a llowab le lIses or dllll t:!ns lo na l ~ l a l1 dards. By lh.:fi llition, th ~ Map is to be interpreted broadly. 

b. The Future La nd Use Map IS a gCll cra lllcd depictI on of intended lIses in the hori zon year of the 

Com prehensive PI<ln , roughl y 20 ye<l rs in the future . It is no t <I n "ex isting I<l nti usc ll1<1p." 

although in man y cases future uses In an a rea Illay be the same as those that exis t today. 

c. T he dt.!Ils iti cs w ithin any g l\ cn area on the Future Land Use Map re fl ect all conti guous 

prope rti es all a block- there IlKly be IIHh\' idua l bu ddings that arc higher or lower than these 

ranges Within each area. Sim ilarl y, the land lise ca tegory defini tions desc ribe the general 

charac ter of developmc nt 111 each area. c illng typIca l building he igh ts (in s to ri es) as appropriate. 

It should b~ no ted that the gra nting 01 d~ns lly bonuses ( tor example, thro ugh Plan ned Un it 

Dcvelopmellt s) may n:sult 111 hl: lghts tha t cxcl:cd the Iypica l ranges c ile d hcre. 

d . The zoning o f an y g i\cn arca should he g Ui ded by the Fu tu re Land Use Map, in te rpreted in 

conjuncti on w ith the tex t of the ComprehenSive Plan , inc luding the c itywide c lements and the 

area dcme nts, as wel l as apprO\ed Small Area PI<lIl s. 

e. '1 he (ks ignatioll of an area \\ II h a pa ill cu lar land liSt! ca tcgOlY does no t neccssari ly mean that the 

1110s t intense lonlng dl ~tn c t dcsc n hc.:d III the land use defi nitions is a utomatica ll y permitted . A 

range o f dens ities and IIlt c ll si ti es applies w ll h in each ca tegory, and the use o f different zone 

di s tri cts w ithin each ca tegolY should rc.: lI1force thi s ra nge. There are more tha n twice as many 

zone di s tri c ts (about 30, plus morc than it tio/en overla y 7ones) as the re a re Comprehe nsive Plan 

land li se ca tegories. For exa mple , there arc at leas t three zone d is tr ic ts corresponding to " Low 

Dens it y Res ide ntia l" a nd three 701l !.! tllstri c ts corresponding to " Modera te De ns Hy Residenti al. " 

M ultiple zo nes should continue to be usc.:d to di stingui sh thc d ifferen t types of low- or 

mode ra te-dens it y rcs idc rHi al de\c!opme nl whle h may occur w it hi n each area . Som e zone 

di stri cts may be compatibl e w ith lllorC th nn one Comprehe nsive Plan Future Land Use Map 

designation. As an exa mple, the eX is ting C -2-A 70nc is cons is tent w ith bo th the Low Dens ity 

Commercial and the Moderate Density Comme rc ial des ignat ion, depending 0 11 the prevailing 

charac ter o f the area and the adjacent uses. A correspo ndence tab le indica ting wh ich zones a re 

"clea rl y cons is te nt", " potentiall y cons is te nt " and " inconsistent" wi th the Compre he nsive Plan 
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categories should be prepared to assist in Comprehensive Plan implementation and future 

zoning actions (see Ac tion LU-4.3.B). 

r. Some zone districts may be compatible with more than one Comprehensive Plan Future Land 

Use Map designati on. As an example, the ex isting C -2-A zone is consistent \\ ith both the Low 

Density Commercial and the Modera te Density Commercial designation, depending 0 11 lhe 

prevn iling charnel!;!r or the area and the adjacent uses. A correspondence table indicating which 

zones are "clenrly cons istent", "potent ia ll y cons istent" and " inconSistent" with the 

ComprehenSIve Plan categones should be prepared to ass ist III Comprehensi\ e Plan 

implementatIon and future lOlling actions (sec Action LU-4 .3. H). 

g. The inten t of the Future Land Use Map is 10 show use rathel than ownership. Il owever. in a 

number of cases. owncrsillp IS disp layed to nole the Dlstnct's III11It ed JUflsd iction. Specifi ca ll y. 

non-park federa l fa cilities arc shown as " Federa l" even though the Het llal uses inc lude housi ng 

and industry (e.g., l30ltlllg Air Force Base), otli ces (e.g .. the Federal Triang le), hospitals (e.g., 

Walter Reed), and uther ac ti vities. S imil arl y, the " Loca l Puhlic" des ignation includes hl gh­

impact uses such as solid waste transfer stations and stadiums, as well as low-i mpact uscs such 

as schools. Other maps in the Comprehensive Plan are used 10 show the speciric types of public 

uses present III each area. 

h. The Map docs not sho\\" dcns ity or illiens ity on institutional and local public sitcs. If a change in 

use occurs 011 these s ites in the future (for exa mple. a 'ichool bCl:omcs surplus or IS 

redc\ clopcd). the Ilew designations should be comparable 111 density or intensity to those III the 

vicinil y. unl ess otherWise stated in the Comprehensive Plan Area Elements or an approved 

Campus Plan. 

1. Streets and public rights-of-way are not nn exp lici t land use ca tegory on the Fu tu re Land Usc 

Map. Within any given area, the stree ts that pass through are ass igned the same des ignation as 

the adjacent uses. 

J. Urban renewal pl<tns remain in effect for parts of the District of Columbia, including Shaw, 

Downtown, and Fort Linco ln . These plans remain in effec t and their controlling provisions muSI 

be cons idered as land use and zoning deciSions are made. 

k. Finall y, the Future Land Usc Map and the Generalized Policy Map can be amended. They a re 

not intended to free7e future development patterns for the next 20 years. The ComprehenS ive 

Plan is intended to be a dynamic docliment that is periodica lly updated in response to the 

chang ing needs of the city. Requests to amend the maps can be made by res idents, property 

owners, developers, and the Di strict itself. In all cases, such cha nges require formal public 

hearings before the DC Council , and amp le oPPOl1"unities for formal pub lic input. The process 

for Comprehensive Plan amendments is described ill the Impl ementation Element. 226. 1 
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The provisiolls of Title 10. Pa,.t A n.fthe DCMR accessible rhrollgh this lI'eb inferface are codification f)flhe 

Dis/rh·t Elt l1lellls 0/ (he Comprehensive Plan for the Nalional Capital. As s//ch. they do nul represent Ihe 

organic provisions adopted by 'he Council qf 'he Dis(rict q( Collllnbia. The of/icialversion ol'''e Disfl'icl 

£Iemen/s OIl~V appew'S as a hard copy volume 0/ Tille 10. Parr A published /lllrSlIOIIl fO .'>('('flOlI 9a ol (he 

District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1994. elfeclive April 10. 1984 (D.C. L£I\I' 5-76: D.C. 

Official Code § I -301.66)) . Inlhe eve/11 q/allY illconsistency between Ihe proviSlOlIS occessihle Ihro/l15ll 

fhis sil(' und Ihe prol'isio/ls cO/ltoilled ill (he puhlished version of Title 10. Parr A. ,ht' IJIY) I 'is/( II/s COl7faillCd 

ill fli e ptlhlis/ied versio/l goverl/. I I copy (~r (he pllhlished Dis/ricI £Ielllell/s is ol'ailahle 

no \\ w.n lannl ng.dr.:. 00\·. 
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714 ED-3.2 SMALL AND LOCALLY-OWNED BUS INESSES 

7 14. 1 Small goods and services businesses arc an important pm1 of what makes the District 's neighborhood 

commercial areas work. They provide full and part lime employment oPPol1llllities for city residents and 

contribute to the city's tax basc. They help sustain the diversity of ne igbborhood shopping areas, and enable 

the marketplace La respond to changing business conditions and consumer preferences. It is the city's small 

business proprietors that have initiated many of the District's commercial revita lizat ion efforts, driven by a 

desire and cOnlllliullcnt to upgrade their businesses, propert ies, and neighborhoods. 714. 1 

7 14.2 Approximately 95 percent of the businesses III the I) 1:-.1 m:1 ha\\! fewer than 50 employees. While these 

businesses represent jusl 34 percent of the District's private sc<.: tor jobs, thcy arc an essential part of the 

city's economic base. SeclOrs w lIh high numbers of sl11a ll businesses include construction, wholesale trade, 

reta il trade, and food sen ices. In f:lct, the awragc retail buslIlcss in Ihe c it y has about 10 employees and the 

average food serv ice business has 17 cl1lployt..:es. 714.2 

7 14.3 Thc success of small businesses in these sectors and others is particularly important in the city's 

economically distressed communities. Small businesses in these areas can catalyze neighborhood renewal 

and provide local jobs. The avai lab ility of working capital and other forms of financial and technical 

ass istance is illlportant 10 promote their success. 7 14.3 

714.4 One or lh !.! potential dO\\llsides OfrC\ lt a li zat ioll is Iht..: loss 01 small businesst..:s as national cha ins move ill. 

This can also rcsult in the replacemcnt or basic services \\ Ith high-end specill hy shoppi ng Ihat is not 

arTordable to Illany residents. The District recognizes thaI neighborhood shopping areas should evolve in 

response 10 changcs in consumcr tastes and preferences, hut II also recognizes the importance of aVOiding 

displacement and economic hardsh ip ror the businesses thill have anchored our ci ty's shopping areas ror 

years. 714 .4 

7 14.5 New programs may be needed 10 reduce "coillmercial gen trilicatlon" in Ihe future Measures shou ld include 

but not be limited to income and property tax IIlcenti\ es, aSs istance 10 cOlllmercial tenants seekll1g to 

purchase their buildings, c0l11mercla 1 land trusts (which buy loca l commercial space and hold it in 

perpetuity for the benefit of the cOllllllunity), and relocation ass ista nce programs ror displaced business. 

Zon ing strategies, such as limits on Ihe s ize o f businesses or Ihe length of stree t fron tage, and tying zoning 

relief (variances, elc.) to explic it requirements for the preservation of local sen ing small businesses also 

should be included. There are also federal progr;'II11S li J....c the I fUI3Zone ( Ilistorica ll y Underutilized 

l3usincss Zone). 7 14 .5 

7 14.6 Policy EO-3.2.1: SnHlll Business Il.ctcnlion and Gl'o\\th 

Encourage the retention, deve lopment , and growth or small and minorily busincsses through a range of 

District-sponsored technical and finanCial assistance programs. 714.6 
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7 14.7 

714. 8 

7 14.9 

7 14. 10 

7 14. 11 

714 .12 

714.13 

Policy E D-3 .2.2: S mall Busin ess In cu ba tors 

Provide low-cost renta l space (" incuba tors" ) for small , home-grown busmesses and stat1-Up compan ies , 

parti cularl y co mpan ies that are respons ive 10 technologica l and economic innova tion in the marke tp lace. A 

variety or spaces should be considered ro r bus iness IIlCUbalors, incl uding vacant storefronts and surplus 

public bu ildings. 7 14.7 

Policy EO-3.2.3: Access to CHll i!:!1 

Expand access to equi ty, deb t capi ta l. IOllg- tl: rm debt financlIlg, and small business loans for small and 

mediulll -s ized bus inesses. T hese tools should be used 10 leverage priva te inves tment in facade 

improvements, new and ex pa nded bus iness vent ures. slrcciscape impro vements, and olher o utcomes tha t 

help revila l ize cOlllmercia l di strr cts <'t nd gcnc:ralc local lobs. 7 1-l .X 

Policy EO-3.2.4 : Largc Busin css P:II'IIH.'rsh ips 

Promote co llabora tions and partnerships bet ween sma ll businesses and the District 's Inajor employers to 

increase contrac ts for sma ll and disadvant'.l ged husinesses. includi ng federal o utsourcing contracts . 714 ,9 

Poli cy EO-3.2 .S: TechnOlogy '1"1':1 1I 5 I"e l ' :l nd Illn ova tio ll 

Support ongo ing cnons by the DIstri ct 's co lleges and uJll ve rs lti es 10 promo te technology transfer and 

innovation, and provide technical and financ ia l Hs~ i s t ance 10 help local entrepreneurs and small bus inesses . 

These effort s should incl ude s llla ll bUSiness "cl inI CS" and sllla ll business course o fferings at insti tutions o f 

higher education. 7 14.10 

Policy EO-3.2.6 : COIII lll l'I'Cia l Displ accment 

Avo id the displacement o f small and loca l IHISIIl CSSCS due 10 ri sing real eSlClte costs. Programs should be 

deve loped to offset the impacts o f ri s ing opera ting ex penses on small businesses in areas o f rap id ly ris ing 

rents and prices. 714.11 

Poli cy ED-3.2.7 : Ass ista nce to Displ ac('d Businesscs 

Ass ist sma ll bus inesses that are displaced as n result of ri s ing land costs and rents, government action, or 

new dcvelopmcnl. Efforts should be made to lind loca tions for such bus inesses with in redevelopi ng areas, 

o r on other sui tab le s ites withi n thc c it y. 7 14 . 12 

Policy £ D-3.2.8 : LS DH E Progra ms 

Expand opp0l1u niti es for loca l, small , ,mel d isad vantaged business enterprises through c ity programs, 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-14

1B

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-14

1B

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-14

1B



7 14. 14 

7 14. 15 

7 14 . 1 (, 

7 14. 17 

7 14 . 18 

7 14 . 19 

incenti ves, contracting requirements, and other activiti es. 714.13 

Sma ll and Minority Business 

Minortty business enlelvriscs n.: pn.::scnt an important Sub-Sd of sma ll businesses in the cit y. Their growth 

and expans ion remains a particularl y high economic developmen t priorit y. The lJistri cl has establi shed a 

Small Ousincss Development Ont!- SlOP satell ite center ill the Dcpa nlllcllt of Employment Services 

headq uarte rs, in partnership w it h the DC Minority iJus iness Development Cente r. The partnership foc ll ses 

on enhancing the perfolmance and profitabi lity of minority business t:n1CIl)ri scs and provl(Jcs an impot1anl 

rcsoUlcc for minor ity bus lIlcss recruitment , seminars, bus iness ski ll enhancement. incubatI on services, 

networking events. and pro bono counseling. 

Action ED-3.2.A: Anti - Displa cclllcnt S trat egies 

Comple te an ana lys is or alt e l11a ti\ e regulatory and financi a l measures to mit iga te the Impacts o f 

"colllmerc ial gentrifi cation " on sllln ll and loca l bus incsses. Measures 10 bt: assessed should include but not 

be limited to incomc and property tax incenti ves, hi storic tax crcdJl s, direc t fin ;m cial ass istance. 

cOlllmcrc ia l land trusts. re location ass is tance programs, and 70ning strategies such as maximum noor area 

a llowances for pnrli cular cOl1llllerc ial nc ti viti cs. 7 14 . 15 

ActifJlI EO-3.2. 11: Busin ess In ccnlivt,s 

Usc a ra nge of financ ial im:ent1\ c progrmns to promote the success of new and eX lstmg businesses, 

inclucilng enterpri se zones, IlllllOrit y bus incss setas idcs, loans and loan g ua rantees, 10\\ llliercst rc \ cnue 

bonds, fede ra l tax c redits lo r hinng Distri ct res idents, and tax increment bond financ ing. 7 1·t.16 

ACliull E U-3 .2.C : Shopslcading Program 

Investi gate the feaSibility o f tl s hopsteading progrnm that wou ld enable ent re preneurs and small businesses 

10 open shop in currentl y vacant or aba ndoned commerc ia l space al great ly redlJced costs. 7 14 . I 7 

Action EO-3 .2.1): Small Business Necds Assessmen t 

Conduct an assessment of smal l and minority business needs and ex isti ng silla ll bus lll css programs in the 

District. The study sho uld include recolllmendations to imprmc ex isting sma ll bUSiness programs and to 

dc\ elop nc \\ programs as needed. 7 14 . 18 

Action ED-3.2.E: Besl Practices Analysis 

A nalyze wha t othe r c iti es have do ne 10 cncourage and foster the ir s mall bus iness sec tors, Including the 

development of business parks and incuba tors. Usc thi s best practi cc in forma tion to inform Distri ct po li cy. 
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7 14. 19 

The IHol/isions 0.1 Tifle 10. Pal"l A oJthe DeMI? accessible through this web inler{ace are codification o(fhe 

DiSlriu Element.'i 0/ fhe CUlIlpreitellsil'e Plall for (he National Capilal. As SI/ch, they do 1701 represenl flie 

orgunic provisiolls adopted hy the COIIl/cil of the Distriel oj Columbia. The official I'ersioll of the Distric! 

Elements OI1~1' appears as a hard copy volllme a/Title 10, PorI A puMished fllII:Wfllll To scc/ioll 9a oiflle 

Disfrio 0/ Coll/mhia COlJlprehensive Ploll Act of 1994, effecti\le April 10, 1984 (D.C. Lall' 5-76. D.C 

Of Ii cia! Code ,\" I -JO J .66)) . /11 file even! (~r filly illcollsislellcy betweell {he prrHlisiollS (lccessihle through 

tllis sile 01/(/ fhe prtJI 'i.vioIlS cOllfained in the published version a/Tille 10. Part A, (he provisions ('ontaillcd 

ill lire /Jllblislied I'ersioll gOI'em. A copy 0/ Ihe puhlis//Cd Disirici £/('111('111.\' is ami/able 

It 'll "I\' U/Ollllillg , de. PO \ '. 
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